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Marie Sk?odowska-Curie's legacy 
inspires young scientists

by Alexandra Welsch (University of Liverpool) , Panagiotis Charitos (CERN)

accelerators

A multi-site event to celebrate twice Nobel Prize winner’s 150th birth anniversary held in 

Geneva, Munich and Liverpool

“I think Marie Sk?odowska-Curie represents courage; she was able to overcome all these 

challenges and to pursue something fearlessly. It's because of her legacy that people like 

me are able to come overseas and pursue our own dreams,” says Jacinta Yap, a Marie 
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Sk?odowska-Curie research Fellow.

On 7
th

 November 2017, the twice Nobel Prize winner’s 150
th

 birth anniversary was 

celebrated along with the many successes made possible by the European Union’s Marie 

Sk?odowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) over the past 20 years, with a particular focus on 

accelerator science. This was done through simultaneous events at CERN in Geneva, at 

Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich and at the University of Liverpool.

Marie Sk?odowska-Curie conducted pioneering work in radioactivity. She was the first 

woman to be awarded a Nobel Prize and to win two of them in different fields of science. 

Born in Poland, but having to resettle in France to pursue her career, she ultimately 

became the first woman to be a professor at the University of Paris. Her interests included 

medical applications of her work: during World War I she developed mobile radiography 

units to provide X-ray services to field hospitals.

The Marie Sk?odowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) have supported the training of more than 

100,000 researchers at all careers stages over the past two decades. There have been 

several innovative training networks in accelerator science and technology. Professor 

Carsten Welsch, Head of Physics at the University of Liverpool and based at the 

Cockcroft Institute, has initiated and coordinated five of these Pan-European networks 

and organised the Marie Curie day. Current and past Fellows presented their research 

results in the form of posters at CERN, in Munich and Liverpool to a diverse audience.

Poster session at CERN for the Marie Curie Day 2017- Image credit Sabrina El yacoubi

In Liverpool, almost 100 local high school students attended a series of activities at the 

University. They started their day with an introduction by Madame Curie herself (played by 
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